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Napoleon underrated the nations of the Peninsula, and thought that he need only show French troops to obtain what he would from them, making therein a great mistake. It must also be said that not having been apprised of the difficulties in the way of their march, the Emperor kept repeating his order to advance promptly. Junot carried out the instructions badly, and his army of boy soldiers soon found itself scattered in little detachments over more than 200 leagues of road between Bayonne and Salamanca. Luckily, the Spaniards were not yet at war with France—nevertheless, to keep their hand in, they assassinated some fifty of our men.
On reaching Ciudad Kodrigo, Junot caused his leading columns to halt for several days; he had left behind more than 15,000 men. As soon as a third of them had rejoined he crossed the mountains of Penha Parda, which separated him from the valley of the Tagus, taking with him only a half ration of bread per man. These mountains, which I have crossed, are uncultivated and inhabited by a poor and barbarous population. The troops passed them with all manner of difficulties and at the cost of extreme fatigue, which compelled them to seize some flocks belonging to the inhabitants, who revenged themselves by assassinating some hundred French travellers. The army at length reached the town of Alcantara, and entered Portugal by the town of Castello Branco. It was only with much effort and after suffering every kind of hardship that they reached Abrantes with five or six thousand men, tired out and mostly barefooted. At Abrantes begins the beautiful part of the Tagus valley. The stragglers and the sick who were still among the mountains, hearing of the comfort which awaited them at Abrantes, made haste to come up, and the army gradually came together.
A general of any foresight would have given it full time to re-assemble, but Junot, under the pretext that the Emperor had ordered him to seize all goods belonging to the English, and that he must reach Lisbon quickly to prevent them from carrying them off, got together 4,000 of the least-fatigued men, and with this feeble column marched upon the capital,falling in torrents. It was five o'clock in the
